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other man; his thirst for harmony passes into an active will to create 
harmony by punishing crime and restoring righteousness. Hamlet suc- 
combs, but as conqueror: he leaves his place to Fortinbras, a man of 
known integrity. Thus, the essence of the tragedy is: the Hellenic soul 
through painful struggle and profound suffering (t. e., through negative 
selection) attains to a higher form of integrity and perfection. 

0. Kuntz. 
Iselin, N. J. 

The Limits of Genetic and of Comparative Psychology. Mary Whiton 

Calkins. British Journal of Psychology, January, 1905. Pp. 261-285. 

This paper begins by distinguishing genetic from comparative psy- 
chology. Genetic psychology may or may not use the comparative method. 
Its distinctive feature is not its method, but that it treats its object as 
developing. This object is the conscious self. And development, as 
used here, is denned as 'the succession of more complex upon simpler 
states, or, conversely, of simpler upon more complex states of a unitary 
being.' ' Development, in the technical sense of evolutionary biology, can 
not possibly be predicated of conscious selves,' and heredity and natural 
selection have no possible application in such psychical development. 

Turning to comparative psychology, the author discusses the 'con- 
tinuity theory,' which holds consciousness to be a property of life, and 
the 'mechanistic theory,' which denies that organisms whose actions are 
unvaried reflexes are conscious. It is shown that neither has proved 
more than a possibility. ' Both agree in recognizing consciousness where 
there are adapted reactions.' Using this criterion, it will perhaps be 
found that all forms are conscious, and the field of comparative psychology 
' is, after all, as wide as animal life.' 

If we consider the nature of the consciousness of the different forms, 
the problem becomes more limited. " The minimal consciousness which 
an animal can be proved to have is the consciousness which accompanies 
the trial and error type of learning. ... As parallel of the preliminary, 
random performances, there is no need to assume any save a sensational 
(and primitively affective) consciousness of the animal's environment 
and its own movements." The acquired reactions imply imagination, the 
animal reacts with purpose. Further, animals react only to concrete 
situations without analyzing them, they lack relational consciousness. 
And lastly, an animal, to be conscious at all, must be conscious of itself. 
But this does not mean that animals have attained such self-conscious- 
ness as reflective imitation involves. John F. Shepard. 
University of Michigan. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 



The Arnold Gerstenberg studentship at the University of Cambridge, 
of the annual value of nearly £90, tenable for two years, open to men and 
women who have obtained honors in Part I. or Part II. of the Natural 
Sciences Tripos and whose first term of residence was not earlier than 
the Michaelmas term of 1900, will be offered for competition in the 
Michaelmas term, 1906. It will be awarded by means of essays. The 
subjects for essays are: (1) a philosophical discussion of the doctrine of 
energy and particularly of the new theory of energetics; (2) a critical 
examination of Descartes's philosophy of nature; (3) the relation of 
mathematics and the theory of probability to physics; (4) the theory of 
psychophysical parallelism; (5) the scope and methods of comparative 
psychology; (6) the philosophical import of post-Darwinian theories of 
natural selection. Candidates must send on or before October 1, 1906, 
an essay on one of the above subjects to Dr. James Ward, Trinity College, 
and declare their intention, if successful, of pursuing a course of philo- 
sophical study. 

At the meeting of the Western Philosophical Association, held in 
Lincoln, Neb., on April 21 and 22, the following officers were elected for 
the ensuing year: President, Professor James H. Tufts; Vice-President, 
Professor F. C. French; Secretary and Treasurer, Profesor A. O. Love- 
joy; members of the Executive Committee, Professors W. B. Pillsbury 
and A. Boss Hill. The following were elected to membership : Professor 
Charles W. Fordyce, Dr. L. C. Monin, Professor J. B. Stoops, Dr. Frank 
P. Graves, Mr. H. C. Campbell and Dr. J. C. Merriam. A report of the 
meeting, with abstracts of the papers and discussions, will appear in an 
early issue of the Journal. 

Professor James B. Angell's 'Psychology,' published in this country 
by Henry Holt and Company, has been republished in England by Con- 
stable and Company. A second edition of the work, in which a number 
of revisions have been made, has been issued. 

Dr. B. B. Perry has been advanced to an assistant professorship of 
philosophy at Harvard University. 



